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Underage
Marijuana

Use

Community Laws and Norms Availability and Access

Promotion of marijuana/Permeation of Advertising (anticipated)
I-502 (authorizes 334 retail outlets)

Adult/Parental attitudes favorable toward marijuana use

Youth’s perceived lack of risk of being caught 

Lack of consequences for youth who are caught

Lack of ability to identify use of marijuana infused products

Cost of products

Favorable Attitudes

Adult/Parental attitudes favorable toward marijuana use

Individual attitudes favorable toward marijuana use

Peers attitudes favorable toward marijuana use 
(28% ↓  since 2006 in youth perception that it is wrong for youth to use marijuana regularly5)

Perception of risk/harm of use
(66% ↓ since 2006 in youth perception of risk from regular marijuana use5)

Perception of risk of getting caught by parents or police

Traumatic Childhood Experiences

Physical, sexual or emotional abuse

Physical or emotional neglect

Growing up in a household where someone was alcoholic or a drug user

Growing up in a household where someone had a mental illness disorder, chronically depressed, or suicidal
Growing up in a household where parents were separated or divorced during childhood

Growing up in a household where a family member was imprisoned

Growing up in a household where mother was treated violently

Lack of enforcement of school policies

Legend

Prioritized

Out of scope

I-502 (authorizes 334 retail outlets)

Youth get marijuana from friends (68% Seattle SD high school students4)

Youth get marijuana from medical marijuana outlets (39% Seattle SD high school students4)

Lack of enforcement of applicable laws and policies [LCB, Prosecutors, State Lab, Law Enforcement Agencies]

Difficulty in quickly verifying DUI
I-692 (medical marijuana) passed in 1998

Only 31% of 10th graders reported that ‘it would be “very hard” to get marijuana’

Prevalence of medical marijuana dispensaries

Clarify the Problem   
Underage marijuana use has both negative consequences for the individual and high socioeconomic costs to 
society. Preventing or delaying the onset of underage alcohol and marijuana use is associated with positive 
outcomes, such as improved school performance, reduced youth delinquency and positive mental health.  
 

Breakdown the Problem  
Consequences to individuals. 
The teen years are an important time for brain 
development.  Marijuana abuse during this time can 
damage learning, memory, judgment and impulse control; 
and the damage may be permanent.  Marijuana can 
increase anxiety, panic and paranoia.   

Research indicates: 

 1 in 8 youth who use marijuana by age 14 become 
dependent.1   

 Longtime marijuana users report being less satisfied with 
their lives, having memory and relationship problems, 
poorer mental and physical health, lower salaries, and 
less career success.2 

Furthermore, with the legalization of retail marijuana, the 
community environment is changing in our state and 
research has shown that increased access to marijuana is 
correlated with increased youth usage.  

Costs to society.  
For youth in state-funded chemical dependency 
treatment: 

 In the last 5 years 23,660 youth received treatment. 
Of these, 17,598 (74%) reported marijuana as the 
primary substance of abuse at least once. 

 In the last 5 years, approximately $40 million was 
spent on treatment where marijuana was the primary 
substance of abuse. 

 In the past year 6,819 youth received treatment.  
Of these, 5,275 (77%) reported marijuana as the 
primary substance of abuse at least once. 

 In the past year, approximately $7.6 million was 
spent on treatment where marijuana was the primary 
substance of abuse. 

For every kid who we prevent from using marijuana in high school or earlier, we can expect a savings over their 
lifespan.3  
 

Target Setting  
Decrease the percentage of 10th graders who report smoking marijuana in the last 30 days from the 2012 baseline 
of 19.3% to 18.0% by 2017, as measured by the Washington State Healthy Youth Survey (HYS). 
 

                                                 
1 Know the Facts Information Card, produced by the Washington State Liquor Control Board. 
2 Fact Sheet on www.learnaboutmarijuanawa.org site. 
3 Estimated amount is not yet available; Washington State Institute for Public Policy (WSIPP) is currently working on an estimate due out in July 2014. 
4 Seattle Youth Risk Behavior Survey, 2012. 
5 Healthy Youth Survey, 2012. 

Identify Root Cause   

 

 

Identify Countermeasures 
Root Cause Proposed Countermeasure Feasibility Cost Risk Impact 
Community laws and 
norms favorable to 
marijuana use 

 Tribal prevention programs and Community Prevention and 
Wellness Initiative (CPWI) efforts including evidence based 
programs and practices (EBPs) and 
Prevention/Interventionists (P/I). 

High Medium 
(scalable) 

Low Medium 

  Education to prosecutors. Not answered  Not 
answered  

Not 
answered  

Not 
answered  

  Educate policy makers on current environment. (Community 
public education to change law has effect in addition to law 
change.) 

Yes Medium Low Medium 

Favorable attitudes; 
and Community laws 
and norms  

 Public education and awareness: Statewide comprehensive 
messaging coupled with other efforts targeting parents of 
middle school students and students. 

High Med-High Low Medium 

Availability and 
Access 

 Holding adults accountable for providing youth marijuana 
(i.e., social host laws). 

Low Not 
answered  

Not 
answered 

Not 
answered 

  Prohibition of sale of marijuana products that appeal to 
youth. 

Medium Low Low to state 

High for 
promoters 

Medium 

 

 

Action Plan  

ID# Problems to be solved Action Item Lead Due Date Status 
1 Community laws and norms; 

and Favorable attitudes 
Implement Tribal prevention programs; and CPWI including 
P/I program. 

DBHR  
(Sarah Mariani) 

Ongoing In 
progress 

2 Community laws and norms; 
and Favorable attitudes 

Public education and awareness efforts for middle school 
aged youth and parents of those youth.  

 Develop key messages with partners for statewide 
distribution 

 Expand marijuana prevention toolkit 

 Support community-based organizations, regional, and 
statewide partners in distributing messaging 

 Developing a prevention marketing campaign with state 
partners 

 Implement and evaluate a prevention marketing 
campaign 

RUaD 
Communications 
Impact Team  
(Deb 
Schnellman)  
 

 
7/01/14 

 
6/30/14 
5/01/15 

 
5/01/15 

 
5/01/15 

In 
progress 
 

3 Access and availability Determine strategies for creating policies that will prohibit the 
sale of marijuana products that appeal to youth. 
 

RUaD Policy 
Impact Team 
(Rusty Fallis) 

10/01/14 Started 

  Establish method for reporting violations of retail marijuana 
rules. 

RUaD Policy 
Impact Team 
(Rusty Fallis) 

10/01/14 Started 

 

 

Evaluate Results   Standardize   then Repeat  
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Source:  Brookhaven National Laboratory www.bnl.gov/thanoslab; 
Image: www.studentdrugtesting.org/student_statistics1.htm 

Marijuana Impairs Coordination and Perception, 

Affects Learning and Memory 

http://www.learnaboutmarijuanawa.org/
http://www.bnl.gov/thanoslab

