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 2007 Client Participation 

THE DIVISION OF ALCOHOL AND SUBSTANCE ABUSE (DASA) falls 
within the Health and Recovery Services Administration (HRSA) and 
provides alcohol- and drug-related prevention, intervention, treatment, 
and aftercare services. DASA contracts with counties, tribes, and service 
agencies to provide treatment services to youth and adult patients who 
cannot pay for the full cost. DASA pays counties and tribes to provide 
assessments and outpatient treatment, and counties or hospitals to 
provide detoxification services. Dollars provided to individual counties for 
treatment are based on an allocation which takes into account the 
demographics associated with substance abuse. Counties either provide 
these services directly or under contract with private agencies. DASA also 
contracts directly with service agencies to provide residential treatment 
services. In State Fiscal Year (SFY) 2007, 70,847 clients received the 
services described below from the Division of Alcohol and Substance 
Abuse. This excludes clients receiving prevention services. The average 
cost per client was $1,313. 
 

ADATSA ASSESSMENTS 
The Alcohol and Drug Addiction Treatment and Support Act (ADATSA) 
establishes a discrete mode of treatment for indigent, unemployable 
alcoholics and drug addicts as a constructive alternative to maintaining 
these persons on the public assistance rolls. Clients determined both 
financially indigent and clinically eligible may receive ADATSA Assessment 
services from contracted assessment entities. An assessment includes a 
diagnostic evaluation of alcohol or other drug addiction; a determination 
of employability; and, if the applicant elects treatment, a determination of 
the proper access point to the continuum and course of treatment for that 
client. 11,474 clients, average client cost = $181 
 

ASSESSMENTS – GENERAL 
Counties either provide the service directly or contract with private 
agencies to provide a variety of diagnostic services in a non-residential 
setting. Tribes provide the services at tribal facilities. General assessment 
patients include Medical Assistance-eligible and low-income adults and 
adolescents. General Assessment services also include assessment 
activities provided through Group Care Enhancement contracts with JRA 
and Mental Health Group Homes. Specialized assessment services are also 
provided to targeted client groups including DCFS-referred adults, 
pregnant and parenting women, youth, Native Americans, and TANF 
participants. 31,091 clients, average client cost = $193 
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Alcohol and Substance Abuse 
Client Trend 
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Clients Need Many Services 
Percent using this program 
in SFY 2007. . . 

16% 15%

33%
36%

Plus 1 
other

Plus 2 
others

Plus 
3 or 

more

THIS 
program

only

 

CONTACTS  
 

PROGRAM CONTACT 
David Albert, 360.725.3701 

alberdh@dshs.wa.gov 
 

RDA CONTACT (CSDB) 
Maija Sandberg, 360.902.0749 

sandbmt@dshs.wa.gov 
 

BUDGET CONTACT 
Thuy Hua-Ly, 360.725.1855 

hualytn@dshs.wa.gov 
 

www1.dshs.wa.gov/rda/ 

NOTE: CSDB identifies service use information and expenditures specific to each DSHS client. Costs that cannot be assigned to individual clients 
are not included—such as facilities, licensing, admin, outreach, prevention, fraud investigation, community block grants, and cost recoveries. 
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DETOXIFICATION 
Detoxification is a short-term residential service for persons withdrawing 
from the effects of excessive or prolonged alcohol or drug consumption. 
Services continue only until the client recovers from the transitory 
effects of acute intoxication. Detoxification always includes supervision, 
and may also include counseling and/or medical care. Most counties 
provide detoxification in specialized freestanding facilities. In other 
counties, community hospitals provide detoxification. 9,218 clients, 
average client cost = $673 
 
OPIATE SUBSTITUTION TREATMENT 
Contracted Opiate Substitution Treatment agencies provide outpatient 
services for both Medicaid eligible and non-Medicaid eligible clients 
addicted to heroin or other opiates. Opiate Substitution Treatment 
includes counseling and daily, or near daily, administration of 
methadone or other approved substitute drugs. 6,347 clients, average 
client cost = $1,148 
 
OUTPATIENT TREATMENT 
Counties either provide the service directly or contract with private 
agencies to provide a variety of treatment services in a non-residential 
setting according to a prescribed treatment plan. Tribes provide the 
services at tribal facilities. Outpatient Treatment patients include 
ADATSA, Medical Assistance eligible, and low-income adults and 
adolescents. Outpatient treatment for ADATSA clients includes 
vocational counseling and other efforts to help clients regain 
employment. Outpatient Treatment services also include treatment 
activities provided through Group Care Enhancement contracts with JRA 
and Mental Health Group Homes. Specialized treatment is also provided 
to targeted client groups including DCFS-referred adults, pregnant and 
parenting women, youth, Native Americans, and TANF participants. 
46,398 clients, average client cost = $553 
 
RESIDENTIAL TREATMENT 
DASA contracts directly with private agencies to provide Intensive 
Inpatient Treatment, Long-term Residential Treatment, and Recovery 
House Care. Specialized Residential Care is provided for populations with 
co-occurring disorders (mental health issues in combination with 
substance use disorders). Residential Treatment also includes 
Involuntary Chemical Dependency Treatment provided at the Pioneer 
North and Pioneer East facilities. Residential facilities provide treatment 
to both ADATSA and regular DASA clients, pregnant and parenting 
women, and youth. 12,366 clients, average client cost = $3,489 
 
ADDITIONAL SERVICES 
Some services, small and unlike others, are included in this category. Client 
counts and expenditures for the following services appear in the program 
total only: Transitional Housing, Youth Substance Abuse Outpatient 
Treatment, Therapeutic Childcare, Criminal Justice Treatment Account Case 
Management Title XIX, Criminal Justice Training Assessment county 
services, Case Management, and TB testing. 5,712 clients, average client 
cost = $462 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Not in this report: Most DASA Child Care, Interagency Prevention Services, Community 
Outreach and Prevention Services, Support Services, and some special projects. Urinalysis-DASA 
pays for screening of a limited number of Medical Assistance-eligible clients that are not included 
for this year because of source system issues. 
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Race Ethnicity Among Adults 
Entering Treatment 
SFY 2007 
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