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March 15, 2005 
 
 
Alan Himsl, Section Manager 
Medicaid Administrative Match Section 
Division of Program Support 
Medical Assistance Administration, DSHS  
P.O. Box 45508 
Olympia, Washington 98504-5508 
 
Dear Alan: 
 
Attached is the “Updated Time Study Plan” for the School Medicaid Administrative Match 
Program in 2005-06.  It is designed to meet the same statistical requirements as the original 
proposal: statewide time estimates with less than 5% error at a 95 % confidence. 
 
I made no substantive changes in the original design: a modified Random Moment Sampling 
(RMS) is planned with random sampling of both days and school staff.  The plan clearly defines 
these.  This allows your section in DSHS to sample from submitted and monitored lists of 
“school days” and “eligible participating staff” from each of the contracted school districts.  
 
The plan continues to require two eligible staff lists from larger school districts:  a smaller list of 
“designated staff” (all required to fill in time study forms), and a larger list of “teachers and 
others” (one of every four to be sampled for the time study).  All eligible participating staff in 
smaller districts, districts with less than 150 FTEs, are asked to fill in time forms. 
 
The plan is described in the same number of pages, headings and sequence as the original 
proposal. 
 
The statistical calculations remain the same as the ones presented in the original proposal.  This 
is because we expect the number of school districts participating in the program to increase back 
to that in 2001-02.  Contracted districts are now about 156, higher than the 83 participating 
districts in early 2004 and approaching the 2001-02 number of 205 (Attachment 9).  Rates of 
participation in the time study are also expected to increase due to the efficiencies of well 
defined, smaller staff samples as opposed to past ‘census type’ returns of ‘willing’ participants. 
 
The reviews by the independent consultant, Nayak Polissar, are still valid.  His conclusions are 
that this RMS design will probably reach statistical precision in excess of those required.  



 

A proviso in the plan calls for future statistical adjustments in this plan based on the analysis of 
first quarter results, if, by chance, this does not occur. 
I have updated the following: 

• The information on the number of school districts contracted and staff participating in the 
time study the past year and those expected to participate next year (mainly on page 1-2 of the 
text and figures and tables in Attachment 9). 

• The task of the DSHS web system to handle receiving the lists, update for compliance, 
and conduct the sampling of both days and staff (see page 4, Figure 2 of System Overview for 
the Quarterly Process). 

• The description of the process of allocation of funds, based on individual time study 
results from each school district, still allowing for possible future pooled allocation (see pages 
13-14). This change does not affect the precision of statewide time estimates.   

  
Your staff have helped formulate updated, clear definitions of ‘days’ and ‘staff’ (Attachment 2) 
and monitoring plans (Attachment 6).  They have also provided copies of the newest versions of 
time study forms, sampling processes, documentation procedures, training manuals and contracts 
with individual school districts. 
 
I am thankful to your staff for their cooperation in updating this plan. 
 
     Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
     Dario Longhi, Ph.D. 
     Senior Research Manager 
     Research and Data Analysis Division 
     Management Services Administration 
     Department of Social and Health Services 
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