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AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 10-23-115, filed 11/17/10, effective
12/18710)

WAC 388-492-0020 What are WASHCAP food benefits and what do 1
need to know about WASHCAP? WASHCAP means the Washington State Com-
bined Application Project.

(1) WASHCAP 1is a simplified food benefits program for most single
supplemental security income (SSI) recipients.

(a) WASHCAP uses policy of the supplemental nutrition assistance
program (SNAP).

(i) The food and nutrition act of 2008;

(ii) Federal requlations for the SNAP program under Title 7 of
the Code of Federal Regulations; and

(ii1) The current demonstration project waiver for WASHCAP ap-
proved by USDA food and nutrition service (FNS).

(b) Unless specifically stated in ((#h#s—WACS)) chapter 388-492
WAC, WASHCAP food benefits follow all the program requirements of the
Basic Food program as described under Title 388 WAC ((388-400-0040)).

(2) The Social Security Administration (SSA) asks you if you want
to get food benefits when you apply for SSI in Washington state. You
do not have to go to your local community services office (CSO) to ap-
ply for WASHCAP.

(3) If you meet the requirements of WAC 388-492-0030, you will
get WASHCAP food benefits unless you can choose Basic Food benefits
under WAC 388-492-0040.

(4) If you are eligible for WASHCAP food benefits under WAC
388-492-0030, SSA will electronically ((sends)) send us the informa-
tion we need to open and update your WASHCAP food benefits.

(5) When the DSHS and SSA systems match exactly, WASHCAP food
benefits begin the first month after the month you apply and are eli-
gible for ongoing SSI and meet WASHCAP program requirements.

(6) ((Yeu—do—rot—-have—to—go—to—your—becal—conuntty—services—of-

H—))If you want Basic Food benefits before WASHCAP food bene-
fits begin, you can apply:

(a) By contacting the customer service center (CSC) at
1-877-501-2233 to request an application be mailed to you;

(b) ((Over—the—internet)) Online at washingtonconnection.org;

(c) At any community services office (CSO);

(d) At any home and community services office (HCS); or

(e) At any Social Security Administration (SSA) office.

((8)) () If you get Basic Food benefits, these benefits will
continue:

(a) Through the end of your certification period; or

(b) Through the month before your WASHCAP food benefits start.

5)) (8) We calculate
your WASHCAP benefits using the information we receive from SSA. Be-
cause of this, you must report all changes to SSA.

Gy (9) You do not have to report changes to your WASHCAP
worker. See WAC 388-492-0080.
(10) When the department learns of a change in your circumstan-
ces, we may also update your WASHCAP food benefits.
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AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 10-23-115, filed 11/17/10, effective
12/18710)

WAC 388-492-0030 Who can get WASHCAP? (1) You can ((get)) re-
ceive WASHCAP food benefits if:

(a) You ((are—ehigible—te)) receive federal SSI benefits; and

(b) You do not have earned income when you apply for WASHCAP; and

(c) You are eighteen years of age or older; and

((€e))) (1) You live alone, or SSA considers you as a single
household; ((e¥

(D)) (i1) You are age eighteen through twenty-one, living with
your parent(s) who do not get Basic Food benefits, and you purchase
food separately; or

((€&))) (ii) You live with others but buy and cook your food
separately from them((s—and)).

(C oH ot—haveea

(2) You are not eligible for WASHCAP food benefits if:

(a) You live iIn an iInstitution;

(b) You are under age eighteen;

(c) You live with your spouse;

(d) You are under age twenty-two and you live with your parent(s)
who are getting Basic Food benefits;

(e) You begin working after you have been approved for WASHCAP
and have earned income for more than three consecutive months;

() You live with others and do not buy and cook your food sepa-
rately from them; or

(9) You live with your child who is under 22 years of age that
you are responsible for;

(h) You are ineligible for Basic Food benefits ((under)) for a
reason described in WAC 388-400-0040 ((Et4H)(b)—and—€e))) (12).

(3) If you already receive WASHCAP, and begin receiving earned
income, you can continue to receive WASHCAP only if:

(a) You do not have earned income for three or more consecutive
months;

(b) SSI removes earned income from the State Data Exchange (SDX)
SSA uses to communicate changes to the department; and

(c) You continue to receive SSI.

(4) If you already receive WASHCAP and move to an institution,
you can continue to receive WASHCAP if you are in the institution for
ninety days or less. We must close WASHCAP benefits earlier than 90
days if you move to an institution, you are not responsible for your
own food purchase or preparation, and the change is reported directly
the department.

(5) We use ((SSA)) information from SSA as well as other sources
including local, state, and federal agencies to determine your WASHCAP
eligibility.
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AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 10-23-115, filed 11/17/10, effective
12/18710)

WAC 388-492-0080 Where do 1 report changes? (1) You report all
changes to the Social Security Administration (SSA) according to their
reporting requirements. i i

) SSA provides the department the necessary infor-
mation to update your WASHCAP benefits.

(2) Even if you don"t report a change, we use information from
SSA as well as other sources including local, state, and federal agen-
cies to determine your WASHCAP eliqgibility.

(3)SSA will not accept or report shelter costs changes to WASHCAP
until SSA does i1ts redetermination.

((3))) (4) You do not have to report any changes to your WASHCAP
worker .

((4)) (5 You can choose to report the following changes to
your WASHCAP worker to see if you will get more food benefits((-)):

(a) A change iIn your address;

(b) An increase in your shelter costs; or

(c) An increase in your out-of-pocket medical expenses.

((5)) (6) If you or someone you authorize reports changes to
DSHS, we may need proof ((may—beregquired)) of the change.

((€6))) () If you report a change that could increase the amount
of your food benefits, we will not increase the benefit amount if we
have asked for proof and it has not been provided.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 10-23-115, filed 11/17/10, effective
12/18710)

WAC 388-492-0100 How is my eligibility for WASHCAP food benefits
reviewed? (1) If the Social Security Administration (SSA) reviews
your supplemental security income (SS1) eligibility, they ((w+H)) may
also complete your review for WASHCAP. SSA sends us this information
electronically, which we use to update your benefits.

(a) ((and—we)) We will automatically extend your WASHCAP certifi-
cation period if you are still eligible for benefits.

(b) If SSA"s review tells us you are not eligible for WASHCAP, we
will end your WASHCAP benefits. You can apply for benefits under the
Washington basic food program.

(2) If SSA does not review your SSI eligibility, we will mail you
a one-page application two months before your WASHCAP benefits end.
You must complete and return this application to the WASHCAP unit or
your local home and community services office (HCS).

(3) We do WASHCAP reviews by mail. If you bring your WASHCAP ap-
plication to the local office, we will process the application as fol-
lows:

(a) ITf you get long-term care services, your local HCS office
will process your application; or
(b) 1If you do not get long-term care services, ((the—local-office

i i )) the WASHCAP central unit will proc-

ess your application.
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(4) IT we get your completed application after your WASHCAP food
benefits end, we will reopen your benefits back to the first of the
month if:

(a) We get your application form ((wrHehin—thirty—days—From—the
end—o¥—your)) any time during the first month following the end of
your certification period; and

(b) You are still eligible for WASHCAP food benefits.

(5) If we get your completed application form ((mere—than—thirty

)) after the end of the month fol-
lowing the end of your certification period WASHCAP food benefits open
the first of the next month after:

(a) You turn in your application; and

(b) SSA shows you are eligible for WASHCAP in their system.

(6) If your application is not complete, we will return it to you
to complete.

(7) If you want Basic Food benefits while you are waiting for
WASHCAP food benefits, you must apply for these benefits:

(a) By contacting the customer service center (CSC) at
1-877-501-2233 to request an application be mailed to you;

(b) ((Over—the—internet)) Online at washingtonconnection.org;

(c) At any community services office (CSO);

(d) At any home and community services office (HCS);

(e) At any Social Security ((Adm+nstrat+en—{Adm+n+stFatien})) Ad-
ministration (SSA) office.
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