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RULE-MAKING ORDER 
PERMANENT RULE ONLY 

 

 

CODE REVISER USE ONLY 
 

 

CR-103P (December 2017) 
(Implements RCW 34.05.360) 

Agency: Department of Social and Health Services, Economic Services Administration 

Effective date of rule: 
Permanent Rules 

☐     31 days after filing. 

☒     Other (specify) January 1, 2020  (If less than 31 days after filing, a specific finding under RCW 34.05.380(3) is required 

and should be stated below) 

Any other findings required by other provisions of law as precondition to adoption or effectiveness of rule? 

☐ Yes     ☒ No     If Yes, explain:       

Purpose: The department is amending WAC 388-450-0025 “What is unearned income?” to incorporate benefits payable 
from the Family and Medical Leave Program authorized under chapter 50A.05 RCW, beginning January 1, 2020, into the 
examples of unearned income described in this rule. This change will clearly identify that Paid Family Medical Leave is 
unearned income for cash and food assistance applicant eligibility determinations and will be considered in the calculation of 
the amount of benefits received by an eligible recipient.  

Citation of rules affected by this order: 
New:    None 
Repealed: None 
Amended: WAC 388-450-0025 
Suspended: None 

Statutory authority for adoption: RCW 74.04.005, RCW 74.04.050, RCW 74.04.055, RCW 74.04.057, RCW 74.04.770, 
RCW 74.08.090, RCW 74.08A.100, RCW 74.09.035, RCW 74.09.530, RCW 74.62.030 

Other authority: 7 CFR 273.9  

PERMANENT RULE (Including Expedited Rule Making) 
Adopted under notice filed as WSR 19-19-051 on September 13, 2019 (date). 
Describe any changes other than editing from proposed to adopted version: None 

If a preliminary cost-benefit analysis was prepared under RCW 34.05.328, a final cost-benefit analysis is available by 
contacting: 

Name:       

Address:       

Phone:       

Fax:       

TTY:       

Email:       

Web site:       

Other:       
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Note:   If any category is left blank, it will be calculated as zero. 
No descriptive text. 

 
Count by whole WAC sections only, from the WAC number through the history note. 

A section may be counted in more than one category. 

The number of sections adopted in order to comply with: 

Federal statute:  New      Amended      Repealed       

Federal rules or standards:  New      Amended 1 Repealed       

Recently enacted state statutes:  New      Amended      Repealed       

 

The number of sections adopted at the request of a nongovernmental entity: 

New        Amended      Repealed       

 

The number of sections adopted on the agency’s own initiative: 

New        Amended      Repealed       

 

The number of sections adopted in order to clarify, streamline, or reform agency procedures: 

New        Amended      Repealed       

 

The number of sections adopted using: 

Negotiated rule making:  New      Amended      Repealed       

Pilot rule making:  New      Amended      Repealed       

Other alternative rule making:  New      Amended 1 Repealed       

 

Date Adopted: November 26, 2019 

 

Name: Katherine I. Vasquez 
 

Title: DSHS Rules Coordinator  

Signature: 

 
 



AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 15-02-006, filed 12/26/14, effective 
1/26/15)

WAC 388-450-0025  What is unearned income?  This section applies 
to cash assistance and food assistance.

(1) Unearned income is income you get from a source other than 
employment or self-employment. Some examples of unearned income in-
clude, but are not limited to:

(a) Railroad retirement;
(b) Unemployment compensation;
(c) Social Security benefits (including retirement benefits, dis-

ability benefits, and benefits for survivors);
(d) Time loss benefits as described in WAC 388-450-0010, such as 

benefits from the department of labor and industries (L&I); ((or))
(e) Veteran Administration benefits; or
(f) Paid family and medical leave benefits.
(2) For food assistance we also count the total amount of cash 

benefits due to you before any reductions caused by your failure (or 
the failure of someone in your assistance unit) to perform an action 
required under a federal, state, or local means-tested public assis-
tance program, such as TANF/SFA, ABD assistance, PWA, and SSI.

(3) When we count your unearned income, we count the amount you 
get before any taxes are taken out.
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