CODE REVISER USE ONLY

RULE'MAK'NG ORDER OFFICE OF THE CODE REVISER
PERMANENT RULE ONLY STATEOF WASHINGTON
DATE: April 13,2023
CR-103P (December 2017) TIME. 3:38 PM
(Implements RCW 34.05.360) WSR 23-09-033

Agency: Department of Social and Health Services, Economic Services Administration

Effective date of rule:
Permanent Rules
31 days after filing.
L1  Other (specify) (If less than 31 days after filing, a specific finding under RCW 34.05.380(3) is required and should be
stated below)

Any other findings required by other provisions of law as precondition to adoption or effectiveness of rule?
U Yes No If Yes, explain:

Purpose: The Department is adopting amendments to WAC 388-454-0006, The department makes background checks on
adults who are acting in place of a parent without court-ordered custody. These amendments clarify eligibility requirements
for TANF and State Family Assistance “in loco parentis” households and outline DSHS responsibilities when supporting these
families.

Citation of rules affected by this order:
New: None
Repealed: None
Amended: WAC 388-454-0006
Suspended: None

Statutory authority for adoption: RCW 43.43.832, 74.04.050, 74.04.055, 74.04.057, 74.08.090, and 74.12.290.

Other authority: See above

PERMANENT RULE (Including Expedited Rule Making)
Adopted under notice filed as WSR 23-06-019 on 2/17/2023 (date).
Describe any changes other than editing from proposed to adopted version: None

If a preliminary cost-benefit analysis was prepared under RCW 34.05.328, a final cost-benefit analysis is available by
contacting:

Name:
Address:
Phone:
Fax:
TTY:
Email:
Web site:
Other:
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Note: If any category is left blank, it will be calculated as zero.
No descriptive text.

Count by whole WAC sections only, from the WAC number through the history note.
A section may be counted in more than one category.

The number of sections adopted in order to comply with:

Federal statute: New Amended Repealed
Federal rules or standards: New Amended Repealed
Recently enacted state statutes: New Amended Repealed

The number of sections adopted at the request of a nongovernmental entity:

New Amended Repealed

The number of sections adopted on the agency’s own initiative:

New Amended Repealed

The number of sections adopted in order to clarify, streamline, or reform agency procedures:

New Amended 1 Repealed
The number of sections adopted using:
Negotiated rule making: New Amended Repealed
Pilot rule making: New Amended Repealed
Other alternative rule making: New Amended 1 Repealed
Date Adopted: April 13, 2023 Signature:

Name: Katherine |. Vasquez -y J/Q \/
Title: DSHS Rules Coordinator '
1
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(2) You are required to complete a financial interview to deter-
mine eligibility of the child in vour care, per WAC 388-400-0005.

(3) You are eligible to receive a TANF/SFA grant for the child in
your care as long as:

(a) The child meets all of the criteria under WAC 388-400-0005;

(b) You, and all adults 18 vears of age or older, residing in the
household must complete, sign, and provide the department a background
check authorization form.

(4) In addition to the cash grant, vou will be offered a volunta-
ry assessment from the department to discuss the child's needs. The
assessment may include a home visit. During the assessment, vou will
receive a referral to resources in vyour 1local community to provide
support for the child in your care.

(5) If the background check or the assessment with the department
raises concerns of child abuse or neglect, per RCW 26.44.030 the de-
partment will make a report to the department of children, vouth, and
families for the safety of the child.

(6) With regard to In Loco Parentis applicants, the department
must do the following:

(a) Determine financial eligibility;

(b) Notify the child's parents of the approval of the TANF/SFA
assistance per WAC 388-454-0025;

(c) Provide the caregiver information of exemptions under WAC
388-422-0020 from the regquirement to cooperate with the division of
child support on collection of child support from the non-custodial
parents, where there are safety concerns for the caregiver or the
child;

(d) Process the background check of all adults 18 vears of age or
older residing in the household and evaluate the findings for suita-
bility and competency to care for the child in vour home;

(e) Accept a certificate of parental improvement, from the In Lo-
co Parentis applicant, as described in WAC 110-05-0001, and not con-
sidering the related finding of child abuse or neglect in the back-
ground check;

(f) Provide a voluntary assessment, voluntary home visit, and of-
fer resources to the child in the home of the In Loco Parentis care-

giver.
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